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Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

However  eventful  the  year  may  have  been  in  other  ways  there  is  little  that  has 
happened  in  the  public  health  sphere  in  Buckinghamshire  that  calls  for  special  note. 
The  public  health  service  is  not  spectacular  and  generally  only  comes  into  the  limelight 
through  misfortune  such  as  widespread  epidemics  or  failure  of  one  of  the  public  services 
it  provides.  There  is  nothing  .spectacular  in  averting  an  outbreak  of  smallpox  but  such 
an  outbreak  once  established  is  news.  The  public  health  services  develop  slowly  and  to 
some  extent  having  flowered  they  become  obsolescent.  Thus  water  supplies  have  ceased 
to  be  of  great  and  immediate  concern  to  the  sanitarian,  the  water  engineer  has  at  his 
disposal  the  knowledge  accumulated  by  practitioners  in  preventive  medicine  in  the  past 
and  now  quite  rightly  uses  the  medical  man  as  a consultant  within  his  specialist  sphere. 
Smallpox  has  disappeared  from  England  except  for  imported  cases  and  cases  of  diphtheria 
decrease  steadily,  thus  they  take  less  of  the  held  epidemiologist’s  time. 

In  Buckinghamshire  during  the  year  under  review,  there  has  been  no  breakdown 
of  the  services  and  a great  deal  of  good  and  unobtrusive  work  has  been  done  by  your  staff. 
The  evolution  of  your  public  health  services  has  continued  and  what  someone  has  termed 
" the  inevitability  of  gradualness  ” is  nowhere  more  apparent.  Small  piecemeal  adjust- 
ments and  improvements  have  been  made  from  time  to  time  and  the  services  are  now 
much  better  than  before  the  war. 

During  the  year  under  discussion  additional  facilities  for  post-natal  examination 
and  sterilized  maternity  outfits  have  been  provided  as  well  as  improved  arrangements 
for  premature  infants.  An  almost  complete  revision  of  the  tuberculosis  service  has  been 
approved  by  your  Committee  and  should  be  completed  in  about  ei.ghteen  months. 

The  short  stay  nursery  established  at  Burnham  last  year  is  proving  a complete 
success  and  has  been  approved  for  the  training  of  nursery  nurses.  It  is  hoped  that  some 
of  these  girls  will  eventually  take  up  general  nursing  If  your  day  and  residential  nurseries 
prove  to  be  a recruiting  ground  for  nurses,  they  will  be  fulfilling  another  useful  function 
as  well  as  that  for  which  they  were  originally  established. 

My  thanks  are  due  to  all  the  members  of  the  staff  for  their  help  in  maintaining  the 
services  during  the  year  but  especially  to  my  deputy.  Dr.  Gibson,  on  whose  shoulders 
has  fallen  an  inordinate  amount  of  detail  and  routine  work  during  a year  in  which  I have 
been  even  more  occupied  with  Committee  work  than  usual. 

1 have  the  honour  to  be. 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

G.  W.  H.  TOWNSEND, 

County  Medical  Officer. 
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SECTION  A.— GENERAL  STATISTICS  FOR  THE 

COUNTY. 


Area  of  the  County — 479,360  acres. 


Populations  : — 

Registrar-General’s  figure  for  1945  ...  ...  ...  ...  349,350 

1931  Census  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  271,565 

No.  of  Inhabited  Houses  (1931)  ...  ...  ...  ...  68,994 

No.  of  Families  or  Separate  Occupiers  (Census,  1931)  ...  ...  71,013 


Rateable  Value  (1st  April,  1945)  ... 
Sum  represented  by  a Penny  Rate 

1944. 


Births — 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 


M.  F. 

3,159  3,009 

230  195 


TOTAL. 

6,168 

425 


...  ;{2,699,327 
;^10,614 

1945. 

M.  F TOTAL 

2,729  2,518  5,247 

273  257  530 


Total 


...  3,389  3,204 


6,593  3,002  2,775 


5,777 


1943 

1945 

1945 

Birth-rate 

Urban  Districts  (per  1,000) 

16-8 

18-8 

16-9 

Rural  Districts  (per  1,000) 

15-7 

17-7 

161 

County  (per  1,000) 

16-3 

18-3 

16-5 

England  and  Wales  (per  1,000) 

16-5 

17-6 

161 

Still-births  (rate  per  1,000  births) 

24'9 

21-5 

23-2 

Deaths  from  all  causes — 

Urban  Districts  1,865  Death-rate 

9-8 

101 

10-4 

Rural  Districts  1,979  Death-rate 

IM 

11-7 

11-6 

Total  for  County  3,844  Death-rate 

10-5 

10-9 

11-0 

England  and  Wales  Death-rate 

12-1 

11-6 

11-4 

Infant  Mortality  Rate — 

Urban  Districts  (per  1,000  births) 

37-1 

36-5 

32-1 

Rural  Districts  (per  1,000  births)  ... 

35-2 

35-0 

33-7 

County  (per  1,000  births) 

36-2 

35-8 

32-9 

England  and  Wales  (per  1,000  births) 

49-0 

46-0 

46-0 

The  Infant  Mortality  Rate  among  Illegitimate  Children 

in  the  County  for  1945  was  34-0 

No.  of  women  dying  in,  or  in  from  f sepsis  ... 

4 

4 

3 

consequence  of  child-birth  from  \ other  causes 

6 

12 

7 

Deaths  from — 

Measles 

1 

1 

3 

Whooping  Cough 

8 

10 

2 

Diphtheria 

1 

4 

3 

Principal  cause  of  death — 

993 

1044 

Heart  Disease 

965 

Cancer  ... 

... 

580 

641 

611 

Bronchitis 

186 

188 

219 

Pneumonia 

158 

169 

148 

Influenza 

... 

94 

48 

29 

„ , , . f Pulmonary 

Tuberculosis  

131 

33 

j-164 

Total  deaths  from  all  causes... 

3,785 

3,941 

3,844 

SECTION  B GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 


(j)  LABORATORY  FACILITIES. 

There  has  been  no  important  change  in  the  laboratory  arrangements  during  the  year, 
details  of  which  were  set  out  in  the  Report  for  1940. 

(ii)  AMBULANCE  FACILITIES. 

The  transport  facilities  referred  to  in  the  Report  for  1940  have  remained  substantially 
the  same.  In  certain  instances  the  W.V.S.  organisation  has  co-operated  in  this  service, 
and  Civil  Defence  ambulances  have  been  extensively  used  in  certain  areas. 

A Committee  to  consider  the  question  of  ambulance  services  generally  has  been 
convened,  including  members  of  the  British  Red  Cross,  St.  John  Ambulance  Brigade, 
the  Regional  Hospitals  Council,  Local  Authorities  and  certain  other  interested  bodies. 

It  is  hoped  that  the  Committee  will  produce  a complete  ambulance  scheme  for  the 
County. 

{Hi)  HOSPITAL  FACILITIES. 

The  Regional  Hospitals  Council  is  preparing  reports  by  Committees  dealing  with 
INIaternity  Services,  the  Cancer  Scheme  and  general  hospital  provision  within  the  area. 
The  County  Council  is  also  preparing  a scheme  on  this  section  of  their  activities,  and  every 
effort  has  been  made  to  ensure  that  the  findings  of  these  Committees  will  be  capable  of 
fairly  easy  amalgamation. 

There  is  no  doubt  that  having  two  Committees  of  this  type  working  within  the  area 
is  valuable,  inasmuch  as  their  viewpoints  are  slightly  different,  and  no  doubt  the  final 
composite  scheme  will  show  greater  imagination  and  scope  than  a scheme  prepared  by 
either  body  independently. 

{iv)  PUBLIC  ASSISTANCE  INSTITUTIONS. 

The  following  statement  shows  the  number  of  sick  persons  chargeable  to  the  County 
through  the  Public  Assistance  Committee  on  31st  March,  1946. 


Men.  Women.  Children.  Total. 

County  Institutions  187  (182)  298  (280)  56  (54)  541  (516) 

Institutions  outside  County  I (I)  2 (I)  — — 3 (2) 

Special  Institutions  15  (12)  24  (29)  3 (6)  42  (47) 

Mental  Hospitals  318  (312)  447  (454)  — — 765  (766) 

Outdoor  Medical  Relief  109  (131)  255  (329)  31  (22)  395  (482) 


The  figures  in  brackets  indicate  the  numbers  on  the  same  date  in  the  previous  year. 

(v)  MENTAL  DEFICIENCY. 

County  Institutions.  Although  the  number  of  cases  in  county  institutions,  viz.,  329, 
shows  a slight  increase,  the  position  remains  more  or  less  unchanged  until  additional 
accommodation  is  provided. 

Non-County  Institutions.  Seventy  cases  remain  in  non-county  institutions- 
It  is  now  practically  impossible  to  obtain  vacancies  for  any  type  of  case  in  outside 
institutions,  and  there  is  a long  waiting  period  even  for  urgent  cases. 

Fourteen  deaths  occurred  during  the  year  among  the  certified  patients,  and  six 
patients  were  discharged  from  their  orders  of  detention. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  cases  on  the  register  on  31st  December, 

1945 


In  certified  institutions... 

MALE 

..  178 

FEMALE 

226 

TOTAL 

404 

On  licence  from  institutions 

..  24 

35 

59 

Under  Guardianship  Orders 

..  30 

41 

71 

Under  Statutory  Supervision 

..  155 

112 

267 

Under  Voluntary  Supervision 

..  82 

67 

149 

Under  Super'dsion  on  behalf  of  the  Education  Committee. 

..  44 

30 

74 

Children  in  Special  Schools 

7 

5 

12 

Public  -Assistance  cases  in  receipt  of  Indoor  Relief 

7 

10 

17 

Public  Assistance  cases  in  receipt  of  Outdoor  Relief 

11 

17 

28 

In  County  Mental  Hospitals 

..  45 

33 

78 

Reported  from  reliable  sources  but  no  action  yet  taken 

..  19 

14 

33 
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Supervision.  The  Bucks  Voluntary  Association  for  the  Care  of  the  Mentally 
Defective  continues  to  assist  in  the  supervision  of  cases  in  the  County.  Home  training 
is  also  provided  in  a number  of  suitable  cases. 

Apart  from  closing  for  a few  weeks  during  the  year  owing  to  change  of  staff,  the  Slough 
Occupation  Centre  has  continued  to  do  much  good  work  and  to  lulfil  a most  useful  service 
in  providing  instruction  for  a small  group  (jf  children  who  would  otherwise  require 
institutional  care. 


{vi)  WELFARE  OF  THE  BLIND. 

The  arrangements  for  the  relief  of  the  Blind  on  behalf  of  the  County  Council  by  the 
Bucks  Association  for  the  Blind  continue  to  work  satisfactorily. 

In  the  financial  year  ended  31st  March,  1946,  domiciliary  grants  paid  to  necessit<ms 
blind  persons  amounted  to  ;^7,561  5s.  4d. 

From  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Association  for  the  year  ended  31st  March,  1946, 
the  following  extracts  are  made  : — 


The  number  of  registered  blind  persons 

shows  an  increase. 

On  March  31st,  1946 

there  were  416  registered  blind  in  the  County,  as  compared  with  396  in  the  previous  year. 

The  great  majority  are  over  middle  age— 

-329  being  over  the  age 

of  50  years. 

The  ages  of  the  blind  population  are 

shown  in  the  following  table : — 

Under  1 year 

— 

65-70  years 

45 

1-5  years 

1 

Over  70  years  . 

185 

5-16  years 

7 

Age  unknown  . 

...  

16-21  years 

3 

21-40  years 

40 

40-50  years 

36 

416 

50-65  years 

99 

— 

335  persons  are  classed  as  " unemployable.”  These  are  principally  elderly  people, 
but  there  are  30  who  have  serious  mental  or  physical  disability  which  prevents  them 
from  working,  as  shown  below  : — 

Mentally  defective  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Physically  defective  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Deaf  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 


Six  persons  are  in  homes  for  the  blind  and  18  in  public  assistance  institutions. 


The  approved  Home  Workers  numbered  23  at  the  end  of  March,  1946.  These  Home 
Workers  are  under  the  general  supervision  of  the  Royal  London  Society  for  Teaching 
and  Training  the  Blind,  and  the  Home  Teachers  also  help  by  arranging  sales  of  work. 


In  all,  63  blind  persons  are  usefully  employed,  and  one  is  under  training. 


employments  followed  are  : — 
Basket  makers  ... 

Boot  repairers 
Dealers  and  shopkeepers 
Knitters  (hand  and  machine) 
Music  Teachers  ... 

Typists  and  Clerks 

Carpenter 

Gardener'... 


12  Mattress  Maker  ...  ...  1 

3 Teachers  ...  ...  ...  2 

3 Tuners  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

7 Telephonists  ...  ...  ...  4 

2 Sighted  Industry  ...  ...  7 

4 Packer  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

1 Miscellaneous  ...  ...  ...  6 

1 


The 


The  Association  continues  to  co-operate  with  the  British  Wireless  for  the  Blind  Fund, 
and  assists  in  the  maintenance  of  the  sets.  During  the  year  £IAQ>  5s.  9d.  was  expended 
in  providing  new  batteries,  and  for  repairs  and  replacements  of  parts. 

The  Home  Teachers  carry  out  the  duties  of  giving  instruction  in  the  homes  of  blind 
persons  in  Braille,  Moon  and  several  handicrafts.  The  total  number  of  visits  paid  was 
4,890,  this  number  including  317  visits  to  evacuated  blind  persons. 


[vii)  MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE. 

This  section  of  the  Report,  in  so  far  as  it  deals  with  the  midwifery  services  and 
registered  nursing  homes,  refers  to  the  whole  administrative  County.  The  Borough  of 
High  Wycombe  is  a separate  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Authority, and  details  of  its 
child  welfare  work  will  be  included  in  the  Rejiort  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  the  Borough. 
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(a)  Midwifery  Services.  The  number  of  midvvives  who  notified  their  intention 
to  practise  was  212.  Of  this  number  146  were  domiciliary  midwives,  59  institutional, 
and  7 acted  in  a temporary  capacity. 


The  number  of  ca.ses  attended  by  midwives  was  as  follows  : — 

1943  1944 

Cases  attended  as  mid  wives  ...  ...  2,840  3,078 

Ca.ses  attended  as  maternity  nurses  ...  2,283  3,070 


1945 

2.613 

2,446 


In  accordance  with  the  rules  of  the  Central  Midwives' 
received  from  midwives  during  the  year,  as  follows  : — 
Notices  of  sending  for  medical  aid 

Still  births 
Deaths  of  mothers 
Deaths  of  infants 


Board,  notifications  were 


617  (508  mothers). 
(109  infants). 


41 

2 

17 


During  the  year  the  Supervisor  of  Mid  wives  made  419  visits  of  inspection  to  mid- 
wives. 


The  following  is  a summary  of  work  carried  out  during  the  year  in  connection  with 


the  Evacuation  Scheme  : — 

Number  of  cases  attended  by  midwives  alone  ...  ...  ...  ...1272 

Number  of  cases  attended  by  midwives  with  doctor  ...  ...  ...  770 

Number  of  notifications  of  sending  for  medical  aid  ...  ...  ...  38 

Number  of  notifications  of  still-birth  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Number  of  notifications  of  death  of  infants  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Number  of  visits  and  inspections  by  Supervisor  of  Midwives  ...  ...  8 


In  July,  1944,  it  was  agreed  that  requisite  training  in  the  administration  of  gas  and 
air  analgesia  should  be  provided  for  nurse  midwives  on  the  basis  that  each  midwife  took  a 
minimum  of  20  cases  per  annum. 

During  the  year  2 district  nurse  midwives  were  trained  in  the  administration  of  gas 
and  air  analgesia,  and  arrangements  have  been  made  to  obtain  the  necessary  apparatus 
for  use  by  them. 

-Arrangements  were  made  for  the  supply  to  district  nurse  midwives  of  the  necessary- 
outfits  to  enable  them  to  take  blood  pressure  in  ante-natal  cases,  and  for  instruction  in  the 
use  of  such  apparatus  to  be  given  where  necessary.  During  the  year  fifteen  such  outfits 
were  issued  to  district  nurse  midwives. 

In  February'  the  supply  of  sterilised  maternity  outfits  was  commenced.  Outfits 
are  issued  by  the  Supervisor  of  .Midwives  to  di.-^trict  nurse  midwives  for  sale  to  expectant 
mothers,  and  arrangements  were  made  for  them  to  be  supplied  at  half  cost  in  certain 
necessitous  cases.  Up  to  the  end  of  the  year,  a total  of  413  outfits  were  sold. 

(b)  Registered  Nursing  Homes.  The  County  Council  exercises  the  powers  under 
the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  over  the  whole  county',  and  has  not  delegated  its  powers 
to  any  District  Council. 

The  following  particulars  are  given  of  action  taken  during  1945  : — 

1.  No.  of  applications  for  registration  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

2.  No.  of  homes  registered  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

3.  No.  of  orders  made  refusing  or  cancelling  registration  ...  ...  — 

4.  No.  of  appeals  made  against  such  orders  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

5.  No.  of  cases  in  which  such  orders  have  been  : — 

(a)  confirmed  on  appeal,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

(b)  withdrawn  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

(c)  refused  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

A current  list  of  Registered  Nursing  Homes  in  the  County  is  set  out  in  Section  F (b) 
of  this  Report. 

(c)  Infant  Welfare  Centres.  The  following  tables  show  the  attendances  at  the 
71  infant  welfare  centres  operating  at  the  end  of  the  year  : — 
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EVACUATION  SCHEME 


(i) 

No.  of  times  Centres  opened 

1944 

1,547 

1945 

1,781 

1944 

113 

1945 

83 

(ii) 

No.  of  children  under  1 year  who 
attended  at  least  once 

7,220 

6,866 

448 

91 

(lii) 

No.  of  children  between  1-5  years  who 
attended  at  least  once 

5,544 

5,337 

240 

80 

(iv) 

No.  of  attendances  of  children  under 
head  (ii) 

40,697 

22,640 

1,764 

439 

(V) 

No  of  attendances  of  children  under 
head  (iii) 

21,538 

22,821 

871 

302 

(vi) 

No.  of  mothers  who  attended  at  least 
once 

11,538 

10,820 

995 

116 

(vii) 

No.  of  attendances  under  head  (vi) 

55,262 

57,680 

2,264 

589 

(viii) 

No  of  expectant  mothers  who  attended 
at  least  once  ... 

397 

305 

71 

16 

(ix) 

No.  of  attendances  under  head  (viii) 

1,120 

1,196 

262 

78 

Appendix  (c)  at  the  end  of  the  Report  gives  details  of  the  Centres. 


(d)  Milk  Assistance  Scheme.  As  indicated  in  the  Report  for  1940,  the  Ministry 
of  Health  had  introduced  a scheme  for  a supply  of  liquid  milk.  Only  a small  amount  of 
dried  milk  has  been  issued  free  of  charge  through  infant  welfare  centres. 

(e)  Dental  Treatment,  Expectant  and  Nursing  Mothers.  The  dental  treatment 
of  expectant  and  nursing  mothers  and  infants  up  to  5 years  of  age  continues  to  be  carried 
out  by  private  dental  practitioners  whose  charges  for  the  work  are  based  upon  lines  similar 
to  the  dental  benefit  provided  by  approved  societies  under  the  National  Health  Insurance 
Act. 

The  following  table  shows  the  numbers  who  received  treatment  : — 


1943 

1944 

1945 

Expectant  and  Nursing  Mothers 

38 

50 

47 

Infants  up  to  5 years  of  age 

1 

1 

1 

(/)  Health  Visiting.  The  County  Council  employ  12  whole-time  permanent  and 
temporary  Health  Visitors  and  by  arrangement  with  Voluntary  Nursing  Associations 
is  enabled  to  have  the  services  of  80  District  Nurses. 


The  following  table  shows  the  visits  paid  during  1945: — 

FIRST  VISITS. 

Expectant  Mothers...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1,976 

Children  under  1 year  of  age  ...  ...  ...  ...  3,807 

Children  between  1-5  years  of  age  ...  ...  ...  — 


TOT.AL  VISITS. 

11,987 

16,470 

27,725 


{g)  Maternity  Accommodation.  On  page  9 of  the  Report  for  1944  considered 
proposals  appeared  which  have  since  been  approved  as  a basis  and  guide  in  the  future 
provision  of  maternity  accommodation  in  the  County.  Owing  to  building  difficulties 
it  has  not  been  possible  to  give  effect  to  the  proposals,  and  as  a temporary  measure  efforts 
are  being  made  to  secure  premises  which  can  be  reasonably  adapted  to  meet  the  immediate 
need.  The  closing  of  the  Charing  Cross  Maternity  unit  in  March,  1946,  will  add  consider- 
ably to  the  difficulty  of  providing  institutional  accommodation  for  maternity  cases  and 
will  result  in  the  placing  of  cases  where  vacancies  can  be  obtained. 

The  County  Council  Maternity  Home  at  Colinswood  is  used  to  capacity,  and  during 
the  year  332  cases  were  admitted  as  compared  with  345  in  1944.  Full  medical  facilities 
are  available  at  this  Home. 

It  is  interesting  to  record  that  despite  the  extreme  difficulty  of  accommodation, 
the  total  number  of  admissions  to  institutions  under  the  County  Council  Scheme  in  1945 
was  972,  as  compared  with  999  for  1944.  These  figures  do  not  take  into  account  cases 
admitted  through  private  arrangements. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  maternity  cases  admitted  from  this  County 
during  1945  to  the  following  Institutions  : — 


Home,  Aylesbury 
Aylesbury  ... 


Mid  Bucks  Maternity 
Royal  Bucks  Hospital 
Hadcliffe  Infirmary,  Oxford 
County  Hospital,  Bedford  ... 

Municipal  Maternity  Home,  High  Wycombe 
Maternity  Home,  Slough 
Barratt  Maternity  Home, 

Royal  Berkshire  Hospital 
Charing  Cross,  Ashritlge 
Colinswood 

Including  the  emergency  maternity  homes,  more 
with  during  the  year. 


Northampton 

Reading 


Total  No. 

Cases 
admitted 
from  County. 
48 
223 
48 
19 
85 
218 
134 
12 
282 
332 

than  2,700 


cases 


No.  of  Cases 
admitted 
under 

County  Council 
Scheme. 

18 

71 

48 

19 

85 

52 

53 
12 

282 

332 

have  been  dealt 


(/;)  Emergency  Maternity  Homes.  Early  in  1946  the  emergency  maternity  home 
at  Tyringham  closed,  leaving  only  Shardeloes  at  Amersham.  The  ante-natal  and  post- 
natal residences  in  connection  with  this  home  have  also  been  retained. 


The  following  is  a brief  summary 

of  cases  admitted  to  the  homes  of  Amersham  and 

j-ringham  during  1945  : — 

East  End 

M.  Home, 

Shardeloes 

Tyringham. 

Amersham. 

No.  of  Births 

645 

650 

,,  of  Admissions 

659 

687 

,,  of  Still-Births 

6 

16  (2-46%) 

,,  Breech  Presenf^ations 

12 

15  (2-3%) 

,,  Ante-partum  haemorrhage 

— 

8 (1-23%) 

,,  Post-partum  haemorrhage 

14 

30  (4-61%) 

,,  Caesarian  section  ... 

— 

13  (2-0%) 

,,  Forceps  Deliveries  ... 

29 

42  (6-46%) 

,,  Twins 

3 

8 (1-23%) 

,,  Neo-Natal  Deaths  ... 

2 

9 (1-38%) 

,,  Maternal  Deaths 

— 

1 (0-15%) 

[viii)  WAR-TIME  NURSERIES. 

As  indicated  in  the  Report  for  1944,  nurseries  now  under  the  control  of  the  Public 
Health  and  Housing  Committee  are  Walton  Cottage  at  Aylesbury  and  Baylis  Court  and 
IManor  Park  at  Slough,  .^t  Slough  a hostel  is  available  for  the  nursery  staff  and  this  has 
proved  helpful  in  ensuring  reasonably  good  staffing  arrangements.  Medical  inspection 
of  the  children  is  carried  our  periodically  and  the  health  of  the  children  has  been  surprisingly 
good. 

The  following  table  shows  the  position  on  the  31st  December,  1945  : — 


Accom- 

No.  on 

Average  Monthly 

modation. 

Register. 

Attendance. 

Walton  Cottage,  Aylesbury 

42 

27 

17 

Baylis  Court  Nursery,  Slough 

40 

41 

32 

Manor  Park  Nursery,  Slough  ... 

48 

50 

36 

130 

118 

85 

The  Nurseries,  especially  in  the  Slough  Area  have  continued  in  a very  satisfactory 
manner  in  spite  of  staffing  difficulties.  Owing  to  the  closure  of  certain  factories  previously 
engaged  on  war  work  in  the  Aylesbury  area  a steady  decrease  in  the  number  of  mothers 
requiring  accommodation  for  their  children  in  the  nursery  was  anticipated.  The  demand 
for  nursery  accommodation  in  the  Slough  area  was  fully  maintained. 

[ix)  SHORT- STAY  NURSERY. 

The  short-stay  nurser)'  at  Burnham,  which  was  opened  in  December,  1943,  has  served 
a great  need  in  the  Slough  area.  During  1945,  130  cluldren  were  admitted,  as  compared 
with  128  admissions  during  1944.  The  average  duration  of  stay  was  28  days. 
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Owing  to  a seasonal  outbreak  of  measles,  it  was  considered  necessary  to  close  the 
nursery  for  a period  of  three  weeks  in  the  Spring,  otherwise  little  trouble  was  experienced 
with  infectious  disease. 


{x)  POST-NATAL  EXAMINATIONS. 

The  extension  of  the  General  Practitioners  Ante-Natal  Scheme  to  provide  post-natal 
examinations  has  continued  to  work  satisfactorily. 

During  the  year  under  review,  572  post-natal  examinations  were  made  under  the 
extended  scheme,  as  compared  with  421  in  1944. 

Wlrile  the  district  nurses  and  medical  practitioners  continue  to  co-operate  admirably, 
there  is  still  some  comment  on  the  difficulty  of  getting  women  up  for  examination  unless 
they  suspect  there  is  something  the  matter  with  them.  However,  there  is  evidence  from 
the  considerable  increase  in  the  number  examined  that  this  difficulty  is  diminishing,  as 
the  scheme  becomes  better  known  and  its  benefits  more  fully  appreciated.  In  the 
meantime  572  examinations  can  scarcely  be  regarded  as  satisfactory  in  view  of  the  fact 
that  there  were  5,777  births  in  the  County  during  the  year. 

(xi)  INFESTATION  OF  HEAD  LICE. 

Reference  was  made  in  the  Report  for  1943  to  the  arrangements  made  for  complying 
with  the  request  of  the  Ministry  of  Health  in  their  Circular  2831  relating  to  the  following- 
up  of  children  found  to  be  infested  with  head  lice. 

Supplies  of  Lethane  were  again  available  and  treatment  by  this  method  has  continued 
to  be  quite  satisfactory.  Supplies  have  now  been  made  available  for  the  treatment  of 
school  children.  Again  there  was  no  instance  of  it  being  found  necessary  for  a district 
health  visitor  to  request  a special  follow-up. 

(xii)  PREMATURE  INFANTS. 

The  recommendations  contained  in  Ministry  of  Health  Circular  20/44,  relating  to  the 
care  of  premature  infants,  have  been  implemented  as  far  as  is  possible  under  present 
conditions.  Arrangements  have  been  made  for  the  admission  to  hospital  of  certain 
premature  infants  without  their  mothers,  and  eight  such  cases  were  admitted  during  the 
year. 

Three  special  portable  cots  for  premature  babies  are  now  available  for  domiciliary 
use,  and  it  is  hoped  to  obtain  two  further  cots  in  the  near  future. 

A space  is  provided  on  the  Notification  of  Birth  forms  for  recording  birth  weights  of 
5J  lbs.  or  less  and  the  number  of  such  cases  notified  during  1945  was  as  follows  : — 


Died  during 

Survived  at 

Total. 

first 

end  of 

24  hours. 

one  month. 

Domiciliary 

71 

6 

55 

Institutional 

66 

9 

51 

{xiii)  CARE  OF  ILLEGITIMATE  CHILDREN. 

The  Social  Welfare  Worker  appointed  in  April,  1944,  has  continued  to  cope  with  the 
special  problems  connected  with  this  work  and  has  made  contact  with  most  of  the  organ- 
isations or  persons  interested,  especially  with  existing  voluntary  moral  welfare  associations 
and  their  voluntary  workers,  health  visitors,  hospital  almoners,  probation  officers,  etc. 

During  the  year  1945,  238  new  cases  were  referred  to  the  Social  Welfare  Worker, 
which  with  the  98  cases  on  hand  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  made  a total  of  336,  including 
103  married  women,  210  single  girls  and  23  children,  nearly  all  “ problem  cases.”  Most 
of  these  cases  were  visited  and  advised,  165  being  finally  dealt  with  and  43  referred  to 
appropriate  voluntary  agencies.  Vacancies  wore  also  secured  for  illegitimate  children  in 
suitable  institutions.  In  addition  25  babies  were  legally  adopted,  including  twins,  and  29 
other  babies  were  awaiting  adoption  at  the  end  of  the  year, 
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SECTION  C.  - SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 


(i)  Water  Supply,  (ii)  Drainage  and  Sewerage,  (iii)  Housing. 

(i)  Water  Supply.  The  Engineer  of  the  Bucks  Water  Board  reports  continued 
progress  in  the  number  of  new  connections  to  the  mains.  The  position  at  31st  December, 
1945,  in  the  area  served  by  the  Board  was  as  follows  : — 

Connections. 

2,809 
1 652 
1,331 
1,626 

Total  7,418 


The  following  summary  shows  the  increased  number  of  connections  made  during 
the  five  years  1940  to  1945. 

Summary  of  Connections. 


No.  of  No.  of 

Rural  District.  connections  connections  Increase 

at  31-12-40  at  31-12-45.  1940  to  1945 


Aylesbury  1819  2809  990 

Buckingham  1022  1652  630 

Wing  603  1331  728 

Winslow  1060  1626  566 


Totals  4504  7418  2914 


Rural  District  of  Aylesbury  .. 
Rural  District  of  Buckingham 

Rural  District  of  WTng  

Rural  District  of  Winslow 


BUCKS  WATER  BOARD. 

Number  of  Consumers  at  31st  December,  1945. 


Aylesbury  Rural  District. 

Ashendon  56 

Aston  Sandford  10 

Bishopstone  31 

Boarstall  27 

Brill  196 

Chearsley  49 

Chilton  88 

Cuddington  81 

Dinton,  Ford  and  Upton  141 

Dorton  9 

Fleet  Marston  23 

Grendon  Underwood 98 

Haddenham  337 

Hardwick  56 

Ickford 70 

Kingsey  37 

Carried  forward  1309 


Brought  forward  1309 

Kingswood  23 

Long  Crendon  279 

Lower  Winchendon  5 

Ludgershall  73 

Oakley  82 

Oving  103 

Pitchcott  14 

Quainton  262 

Shabbington  64 

Stoke  Mandeville  218 

Wendover  Dean  43 

Westcott  69 

Whitchurch  161 

Woodham  10 

Wotton  Underwood  54 

Worminghall  40 


Total  2809 
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Buckingham  Rural  District. 

Addington  11 

Adstock  58 

Akeley  67 

Barton  Hartshorn  10 

Beachampton  23 

Biddlesden  17 

Chackmore  46 

Charndon  and  Calvert  96 

Chetwode 25 

Dadford  23 

Edgcott 35 

Foscott  5 

Hillesden  40 

Leckhampstead  49 

Lillingstone  Dayrell  3 

Lillingstone  Lovell  24 

Lufiield  Abbey  2 


Carried  forward  534 


Wing  Rural  District. 

Aston  Abbotts  54 

Cheddington 158 

Cublington  46 

Edlesborough  223 

Great  Brickhill  112 

Grove  2 

Horton  12 

Ivinghoe  175 


Carried  forward  782 


Winslow  Rural  District. 

Drayton  Parslow  77 

Dunton  12 

East  Claydon  68 

Granborough  71 

Great  Horwood  137 

Hoggeston  17 

Hogshaw  7 

Little  Horwood  64 

Mursley  104 


Carried  forward  557 


Brought  forward  534 

Maids  Moreton  108 

Marsh  Gibbon  116 

Middle  Claydon 27 

Padbury  120 

Poundon  25 

Preston  Bissett  34 

Radclive  11 

Shalstone  15 

Steeple  Claydon  194 

Stowe  7 

Thornborough  104 

Thornton  11 

Tingewick  173 

Turweston  24 

Twyford 91 

Water  Stratford  14 

Westbury  44 


Total  1652 


Brought  forward  782 

Marsworth  62 

Mentmore  3 

Pitstone  102 

Slapton  51 

Soulbury  75 

Stoke  Hammond  76 

Wing  22 

Wingrave  158 


Total  1331 


Brought  forward  557 

Nash  57 

Newton  Longville  136 

North  Marston  135 

Shenley  Brook  End  48 

Stewkley  189 

Swanbourne  77 

Tattenhoe  1 

Whaddon  78 

Winslow 348 


Total  1626 


The  local  authorities  in  the  County  are  served  by  the  Water  Undertakers  shown 
below. 

Local  Authority.  Water  Undertakers. 

BOROUGHS. 

Aylesbury  The  Chiltern  Hills  Spring  Water  Company. 

Buckingham Buckingham  Borough  Council. 

Slough  Slough  Borough  Council. 

Burnham  Ward.  The  Burnham  Water  Company. 

Slough  Trading  Estate.  The  Slough  Estates  Ltd. 

Wycombe  Wycombe  Borough  Council. 
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URBAN  DISTRICTS. 


Beaconsfiekl  The  Aniershani,  lieaconslield  and  District  Water  Company,  Holtspur 

Area. 

The  Marlow  Water  Company. 

liletchley  Bletchley  Urban  District  Council. 

Chesham  Central  Area— Chesham  Urban  District  Council. 


North-West  Area — Kickmansworth  and  Uxbridge  Valley  Water 
Company. 

North-East  Area — Great  Berkhamstead  Waterworks  Company. 
Southern  Area — Amersham  and  Beaconsfield  Water  Company. 


Eton  Borough  of  New  Windsor. 

Linslade  Linslade  Urban  District  Council. 

Marlow The  Marlow  Water  Company. 

Newport  Pagnell. . .Newport  Pagnell  Urban  District  Council. 

Wolverton  Stony  Stratford  and  Calvertou.  Wolverton  Urban  District  Council. 

Wolverton  and  New  Brad  well.  The  L.M.S.  Railway  Company. 

RURAL  DISTRICTS. 

Amersham  The  Chiltern  Hills  Spring  Water  Company. 

The  Kickmansworth  and  Uxbridge  Valley  Water  Company. 

The  Great  Berkhamstead  Water  Company. 

The  .-Xmersham,  Beaconsfield  and  District  Water  Company. 

Aylesbury  The  Bucks  Water  Board. 

The  Chiltern  Hills  Spring  Water  Company. 

Buckingham The  Bucks  Water  Board. 

Eton  The  .\mersham,  Beaconsfield  and  District  Water  Company. 


Slough  Borough  Council. 

The  Kickmansworth  and  Uxbridge  Valley  Water  Company. 

The  Burnham,  Dorney  and  Hitcham  Water  Company. 

Newport  Pagnell. . .Newport  Pagnell  Rural  District  Council. 

The  Aspley  Heath,  .Aspley  Guise  and  Woburn  Sands  Joint  Water 
Committee. 

Lathbury — Newport  Pagnell  Urban  District  Council. 

Stoke  Goldington — Stoke  Goldington  Water  Company. 

Gayhurst — The  Hesketh  Estate. 

Tyringham — The  Tyringham  Estate. 

Little  Brickhill — The  Bucks  Water  Board. 


Wing  The  Bucks  Water  Board. 

\\dng  Village — Wing  Rural  District  Council. 
Mentmore  Village — The  Mentmore  Estate. 

Winslow  The  Bucks  W'ater  Board. 

Wycombe  Wycombe  Rural  District  Council. 


Wycombe  Borough  Council. 

The  Amersham,  Beaconsfield  and  District  Water  Company. 

The  Kickmansworth  and  Uxbridge  Valley  Water  Company. 

The  Rural  Districts  Water  Company. 

The  Marlow  Water  Company. 

« 

(ii)  Sewerage  and  Drainage.  The  Rural  Water  Supplies  and  Sewerage  Act,  1944, 
enables  the  Ministry  of  Health  and  the  County  Council  to  make  financial  contributions 
towards  schemes  of  water  supply,  sewerage  and  sewage  disposal,  in  rural  localities.  The 
-Act  requires  local  authorities  to  consult  the  County  Council  before  submitting  schemes 
to  the  Minister  and  to  report  to  the  Minister  the  observations,  if  any,  of  the  County  Council. 
This  arrangement  enables  the  County  Council  to  express  their  views  on  the  scope  of  schemes 
in  their  area  and  to  encourage  and  assist  local  authorities  in  considering  and  determining 
the  scope  of  comprehensive  schemes  when  circumstances  indicate  that  such  schemes  are 
preferable  to  a more  local  solution. 

The  year  1945  was  an  active  one  in  this  respect,  seven  out  of  eight  rural  district 
councils  in  the  County  submitting  a total  of  25  schemes  of  sewerage  or  sewage  disposal 
for  parishes  in  their  areas.  It  is  noteworthy  that  all  the  local  authorities  concerned 
employed  consulting  engineers  for  the  preparation  of  these  schemes,  details  of  which  are 
set  out  below 


14 


Rural  Water  Supplies  and  Sewerage  Act,  1944. 

List  of  Schemes  submitted  under  the  Act  during  the  year  1945. 


(1) 

Local  Authority. 

(2) 

Parish. 

(3) 

Population 
provided  for. 

Aylesbury  R.D.C 

815 

Dinton  

485 

Kingswood  and 

1 400 

Grendon  Underwood 

Buckingham  R.D.C 

Akeley 

350 

Tingewick  

800 

Padbury  

500 

Adstock  

300 

Thornborough  

550 

Twyford 

450 

Charndon  

700 

Marsh  Gibbon  

600 

Eton  R.D.C 

] 

Stoke  Poges 

1 13,000 

Wexham 

) 

Denham  

8,000 

Taplow  

3,000 

Datchet 

) 

Wraysbury 

t 9,000 

Horton 

) 

Newport  Pagnell  R.D.C 

Hanslope  

1,259 

Emberton  

500 

Bradwell  

500 

Bow  Brickhill  

450 

Castlethorpe  

500 

Lavendon  

650 

Wing  R.D.C 

600 

Pitstone  

436 

Winslow  R.D.C 

Winslow 

2,000 

Wycombe  R.D.C 

Totals  61,845 


Total  estimated  cost  of  these  schemes  at  1939  prices  is  £761,290  Os.  Od. 

The  County  Council  approved  these  schemes  for  the  purposes  of  Section  2 (2)  of  the 
Act,  subject  to  the  Minister  of  Health  approving  the  schemes  and  agreeing  to  make  con- 
tributions towards  the  expenditure  involved  and  also  subject  to  certain  specified  conditions 
in  various  cases. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  was  every  indication  that  local  authorities  in  the  County 
were  actively  engaged  in  the  preparation  of  further  schemes  of  this  type  for  submission  to 
the  County  Council  and  the  Minister  during  1946. 

(iii)  Housing.  An  outline  of  the  formation  of  the  Bucks  Rural  Housing  Committee 
was  given  in  my  Annual  Report  for  1944.  As  recommended  by  the  Minister  of  Health, 
the  Committee  completed  its  constitution  during  1945  by  the  co-option  of  additional 
members  from  organisations  in  the  County  interested  in  rural  housing.  The  constitution 
of  the  Committee  is  now  as  follows  : — 

Representatives  of  the  Bucks  County  Council  ...  ...  ...  5 

Two  representatives  from  each  of  the  eight  Rural  District  Councils 

within  the  County  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  16 

Co-opted  members,  representing  : 

The  Central  Landowners  Association  ...  ...  ...  1 

The  British  Legion  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

The  Bucks  Federation  of  Trades  Councils  ...  ...  ...  1 

The  Women’s  Institute  and  Townswomen's  Guild  ...  ...  1 
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l-'x-Ollicio  Members  : 

The  Chairman  of  the  County  Public  Health  and  Housing  Committee  1 
The  Clerk  of  the  Bucks  County  Council  ...  ...  ...  1 

The  Chairman  and  the  Hon.  Secretary  of  the  Rural  District  Councils 
•Association  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

29 

Ihe  Committee  thus  combines  the  experience  and  resourcefulness  of  all  concerned 
and  constitutes  a representative  and  central  advisory  body  on  rural  housing  for  the  whole 
County. 

-Acting  in  a consultative  and  advisory  capacity  the  Committee  gave  special  consider- 
ation to  measures  for  securing  the  best  standards  of  housing  throughout  the  County 
and  the  adoption  of  more  uniform  standards  for  demolition,  reconditioning  and  repairs. 
As  a result  the  Committee  completed  a schedule  of  housing  standards  early  in  1945 — such 
schedule  to  form  the  basis  for  the  classification  of  houses  in  the  comprehensive  survey 
and  also  for  work  of  improvement  and  reconditioning  under  the  Housing  Acts.  These 
standards  were  subsequently  adopted  by  every  rural  district  council  in  the  County.  It 
is  understood  that  printed  copies  of  the  standards  will  be  available  in  the  near  future. 

-Another  main  object  of  the  Committee  is  to  consider  arrangements  for  the  compre- 
hensive survey  of  all  working  class  houses  in  rural  areas  as  required  by  the  Minister 
of  Health.  Several  rural  district  councils  in  the  County  were  unable  to  commence  the 
survey  during  the  year  owing  to  shortage  of  staff.  As  the  staffing  position  improves, 
however,  it  is  anticipated  that  good  progress  will  be  made  by  all  the  rural  district  councils 
in  the  County  during  1946. 

The  object  of  the  survey  is  the  classiffcation  of  all  houses  inspected  into  prescribed 
categories.  When  the  final  results  of  the  survey  are  available  they  will  form  the  basis  for 
the  preparation  of  a long  term  programme  for  the  improvement  of  housing  conditions  in 
the  rural  areas. 

The  Bucks  Rural  Housing  Committee  received  valuable  assistance  during  the  year 
from  its  two  Sub-Committees — which  were  appointed  to  deal  with  reconditioning  and 
post-war  housing  respectively,  and  the  work  of  these  Sub-Committees  was  much 
appreciated. 

Further  proceedings  of  the  Rural  Housing  Committee  and  the  progress  of  the  Rural 
Housing  survey  will  be  followed  with  great  interest  by  all  concerned  during  the  ensuing 
year. 

SECTION  D.— INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

(i)  Food  and  Drugs. 

The  Chief  Inspector  of  \^'eights  and  Measures  submits  the  following  Report  for 

1945 

During  the  past  year  1,362  samples  of  food  and  drugs  were  taken,  of  which  83  were 
found  to  be  adulterated  or  unsatisfactory  in  other  respects. 

The  number  of  samples  submitted  to  the  Public  Analyst  w'as  434,  83  of  which  were 
reported  against.  Of  the  remaining  928,  917  consisted  of  milk  samples  and  11  of  spirit 
samples  tested  by  the  Inspectors  in  the  Department’s  laboratory.  Of  the  434  samples 
sent  to  the  Public  Analyst,  82  consisted  of  milk,  55  suspected  of  adulteration,  w'hile  the 
remaining  27  were  the  consequential  “ follow-up  ” samples,  i.e.,  taken  on  “ appeal  to 
cows  ” or  "in  course  of  delivery.” 

Nine  samples  of  milk  w'ere  taken  at  the  request  of  and  submitted  to  the  Public  Analysts 
of  neighbouring  Counties. 

In  addition  to  the  above,  527  informal  samples  of  milk  were  taken  on  delivery  to 
schools  in  accordance  with  the  arrangements  for  the  supervision  of  the  milk  under  the 
" Milk  in  Schools  Scheme.”  Two  of  these  were  slightly  deficient  in  fat,  due  to  bad 
" bulking  ” on  the  part  of  the  vendors,  and  warnings  were  given. 

Samples  of  milk  and  foodstuffs  were  taken  on  behalf  of  the  Public  Assistance  Com- 
mittee and  the  various  institutions  in  the  County  ; at  the  Mental  Hospital  and  Manor 
House  and  on  behalf  of  hospitals,  London  County  Council  educational  establishments, 
and  War-time  and  Residential  Nurseries. 
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The  proportion  of  samples  reported  against  by  the  Public  Analyst  increased  from  10% 
in  1944,  to  19%  in  1945  The  shortage  of  wine,  particularly  Port,  Sherry  and  Vermouth, 
has  been  principally  responsible  for  this  increase  and  manufacturers  of  pseudo  wines 
sprang  up  like  mushrooms. 

Many  samples  of  liquor  sold  under  such  descriptions  as  “ Sherry  Type,”  " British 
Port,”  “ Port  Style,”  “ British  Vermouth  Italian  Type,”  ” Wine  Cocktails,”  and  other 
trade  descriptions  consisted  simply  of  dyed  cider  or  perry  synthetically  flavoured.  Prices 
varied  between  15/-  and  25/-  for  what  amounted  to  about  one  shillings  worth  of  cider  ! 
In  one  case  so-called  " Vermouth  ” was  labelled  with  a warranty  that  it  contained  no 
cider.  It  was  100%  perry  • 

Other  concoctions,  of  a non-alcoholic  nature,  were  described  as  ” Tonic  Cocktails  ” 
and  were  labelled  with  a statement  of  ingredients  which  had  little  meaning  to  the  ordinary 
purchaser.  They  consisted  chiefly  of  coloured  and  flavoured  chloroform  water  to  which 
had  been  added  iron  and  ammonium  citrate,  gentian,  etc.  in  such  small  quantities  that  it 
became  necessary  to  consume  seven  or  eight  times  the  recommended  dose  (|  wine  glass) 
in  order  to  obtain  a minimum  dose  of  these  medicaments. 

Eight  cases  of  milk  adulteration  were  all  successfully  prosecuted.  One  dairyman 
was  prosecuted  for  illegally  using  the  special  designation  “Pasteurised”  and  a conviction 
obtained. 

In  all,  31  cases  were  prosecuted,  the  total  fines  and  costs  amounting  to  /953  Os.  Od. 
Three  summonses  were  dismis.sed. 

(ii)  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  Part  II.  (Milk  and  Dairies)  Order. 

483  Samples  of  milk  taken,  mainly  at  places  of  production,  were  submitted  for 
microscopical  examination  and  animal  innoculation  test,  the  number  of  cows  involved 
totalling  6,986.  A further  472  similar  samples  were  taken  on  delivery  to  schools  in 
connection  with  the  supervision  of  the  Milk  in  Schools  Scheme.  As  a result  of  all  this 
sampling,  20  cows  were  slaughtered  under  the  Tuberculosis  Order,  while  statutory  notices 
were  served  on  the  owners  of  205  cows  suffering  from  scheduled  diseases  and  whose  milk 
was  unfit  for  human  consumption. 

The  number  of  producers  licensed  to  use  a special  designation  during  the  year  was 
308  (113  “ Accredited  ” and  195  “ Tuberculin  Tested  ”).  29  Licensees  relinquished  their 

licences  through  removal  or  other  causes,  and  2 were  revoked.  10  Licences  were  suspended 
for  various  periods. 

1,024  Samples  were  taken  from  licensed  producers,  222  of  which  failed  to  pass  the 
prescribed  test.  In  addition,  101  pre-licence  ” check  ” samples  were  taken. 

The  number  of  complaints  from  other  local  authorities  was  3 received  from  the 
London  County  Council.  As  a result  of  investigation,  1 tuberculous  cow  was  slaughtered, 
but  the  alleged  infection  was  not  traced  in  the  other  2 cases. 

The  total  number  of  cows  giving  tubercular  milk  slaughtered  under  the  Tuberculosis 
Order  during  the  year  was  therefore  36. 


SECTION  E.— PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER, 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 

(i)  General. 

Apart  from  the  usual  incidence  of  seasonal  cases  of  infectious  disease,  it  is  again 
gratifying  to  record  that  there  has  been  no  outbreak  on  which  any  comment  is  required. 

The  table  at  the  end  of  the  Report  (Section  F (/)  gives  the  number  of  cases  of 
infectious  diseases  notified  in  urban  and  rural  districts. 

(ii)  Vaccinations. 

The  County  is  divided  into  61  vaccination  districts,  in  which  48  Public  Vaccinators 
are  employed.  Public  Vaccinators  are  also  appointed  for  the  Council’s  Public  Assistance 
Institutions. 
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The  Registrar-General  requires  two  returns  to  be  submitted  to  him  annually,  one  in 
respect  of  successful  primary  vaccinations  and  re-vaccinations  performed  by  I’ublic 
Vaccinators  and  Medical  Officers  of  Public  Assistance  Institutions,  and  the  other  in 
respect  of  the  vaccinations  of  children  whose  births  were  registered  in  the  previous  year. 
These  returns  are  summarised  as  follows  for  1945  : — 


No.  of  successful 

Primary  Vaccinations. 

No.  of  successful 
re-vaccinations  of 
persons  who  had  been 
successfully  vaccinated 
at  some  previous  time. 

Under  one 

One  year  and 

Total. 

year  of  age. 

upwards. 

1,138 

180 

1,318 

217 

(iii)  Diphtheria  Immunisation. 

Continued  good  progress  has  been  made  in  this  matter,  and  in  most  instances  local 
authorities  have  co-operated  in  securing  the  immunisation  of  cases  in  their  area.  The 
table  {h)  in  section  F,  set  out  at  the  end  of  this  report  gives  an  indication  of  the  work 
carried  out  in  the  various  districts.  It  will  be  appreciated  that  as  immunisation  becomes 
more  complete,  the  numbers  immunised  will  tend  to  lessen. 

During  1945  welfai'e  centres  have  co-operated  as  far  as  possible  with  local  authorities 
in  effecting  immunisation  of  children  under  5 years  of  age.  During  the  year  2,932  children 
w'ere  immunised,  as  compared  with  2,857  in  1944. 

In  order  to  secure  immunisation  of  children  living  in  remote  areas,  and  therefore 
unable  to  attend  an  infant  welfare  centre,  the  general  practitioner  scheme  instituted  during 
1943  was  continued.  This  scheme  provides  for  the  immunisation  of  these  children  by 
the  family  doctor,  to  whom  they  were  referred  by  the  local  health  visitor.  During  the 
year  208  cases  were  immunised  under  this  scheme,  as  compared  with  197  in  1944,  the 
figures  being  included  in  those  quoted  above. 

(iv)  Cancer. 

The  Council  have  not  yet  provided  any  special  facilities  in  the  County  for  the  treat- 
ment of  Cancer.  The  Berks,  Bucks  and  Oxoii  Regional  Hospitals  Council  set  up  a Sub- 
Committee  to  go  into  the  question  of  treatment  of  Cancer  within  the  Region.  Ihis 
Committee  has  made  considerable  progress  and  its  recommendation  should  appear  early 
next  year. 

(v)  Venereal  Diseases. 

The  arrangements  for  the  treatment  of  venereal  diseases  through  the  London  and 
Home  Counties  Scheme,  The  General  Hospital,  Northampton,  and  the  Radcliffe  Infirmary, 
Oxford,  continued  to  function  as  in  previous  years.  The  County  Council  Clinics  established 
at  Aylesbury,  High  Wycombe,  and  Windsor  have  operated  most  satisfactorily. 

The  following  tables  shows  the  work  carried  out  at  the  various  centres : — 

London.  Northants.  Oxford. 


1944 

1945 

1944 

1945 

1944 

1945 

No.  of  New  Patients  

129 

136 

33 

47 

26 

10 

Total  No.  of  Attendances 

1086 

1022 

293 

254 

205 

101 

Total  No.  of  In-patient  days 

88 

135 

41 

62 

18 

2 

Pathological  Specimens — 

From  Centres— Detection  of — 
Spirochaetes  

1 

1 

2 

6 

Gonococci  

714 

434 

80 

69 

73 

69 

Wasserman  Reaction 

537 

579 

48 

70 

34 

24 

Others  

698 

664 

12 

13 

3 

7 

18 


For  Practitioners — 

DetectitJii  of — 
Spirocliaetes  


Gonococci  

Wasserman  Reaction 
Others  

45 

396 

155 

32 

1 125 

638 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Aylesbury. 

M'indsor. 

High  \Vycombe. 

1944 

1945 

1944 

1945 

1944 

1945 

No.  of  New  Patients  

214 

184 

299 

349 

*138 

176 

Total  No.  of  Attendances 

1669 

1445 

2930 

2970 

1 138 

1800 

Total  No.  of  In-patient  days 

— 

13 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5/h  A! ay, 

1944. 

In  July,  1945,  arrangements  were  made  with  the  Royal  Bucks  Hospital  at  Aylesbury 
for  in-patient  treatment  of  certain  cases  of  syphilis  by  penicillin,  and  by  the  end  of  the  year 
one  such  patient  had  been  admitted  for  treatment. 

In-patient  treatment  is  sometimes  necessary  as  owing  to  the  frequent  injections  of 
penicillin  it  is  impossible  for  the  patient  to  attend  as  an  out-patient.  The  technique  of 
penicillin  administration  is  changing  so  rapidly  that  it  is  very  difficult  to  forecast  what 
may  happen,  and  it  is  possible  that  by  using  special  preparations  of  penicillin  such  cases 
may  normally  come  to  be  dealt  with  as  out-patients. 


(vi)  Tuberculosis. 

(a)  Maintenance  Allowances.  The  scheme  for  the  payment  of  maintenance 
allowances  on  the  lines  laid  down  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  has  functioned  must  satis- 
factorily. During  the  year  81  new'  applications  were  received  of  which  62  were  approved, 
including  8 discretionary  and  6 special  grants.  The  amounts  of  allowances  grantecl  varied 
from  3/6d.  to  62/6d.  per  week. 

(b)  Mass  Radiography.  There  is  still  no  progress  to  report  so  far  as  the  allocation 
of  a mass  radiography  set  for  this  County  is  concerned,  and  there  appears  to  be  little 
prospect  that  such  an  allocation  will  be  made  for  some  time  to  come. 

An  approach  has  been  made  to  the  Middlesex  County  Council  for  the  use  of  their  set 
in  this  County,  and  it  is  hoped  that  such  provision  will  be  available  some  time  in  1946. 


(c)  Sanatorium  Treatment.  While  the  County  Council  continue  to  send  the 
majority  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  patients  to  the  Joint  Board  Sanatorium  at  Peppard, 
Saunderton  Sanatorium  is  continuing  to  serv'e  a useful  purpose  in  catering  for  some  of  the 
advanced  cases.  Tlie  admissions  and  discharges  during  the  year,  to  the  two  Sanatoriums 
mentioned,  w'ere  as  set  out  below  : — • 

In  the  Admitted  Discharged  Died  Remaining 

Institution  during  or  in  in  on 

1-1-45.  year.  Transferred.  Institution.  31-12-45. 


Peppard. 

Men  35  56  49  4 38 

Women  46  56  48  9 45 

Children  II  15  16  1 9 

Saunderton. 

Men  5 15  9 6 5 

Women  9 21  15  9 6 


{ci)  Notifications.  The  following  table  shows  notifications  of  pulmonary  and  non- 
pulmonary  tuberculosis  during  the  period  1941—1945  (inclusive); — 

Pulmonary.  Non-Pulmonary. 


1941  149  ...  55 

1942  165  ...  71 

1943  158  ...  58 

1944  183  ...  65 

1945  179  ...  61 
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(e)  Deaths.  The  number  ol  deaths  from  tuberculosis  during  the  ])eriod  1941-1945 
(inclusive)  is  given  below  : — 

1941  192 

1942  138 

1943  164 

1944  144 

1943 157 

(/)  General. 

In  general  arrangements  are  the  same  as  for  last  year  and  examinations  of  specimens 
of  sputum,  etc.,  are  made  free  of  charge  for  practitioners  in  the  County.  During  the  year 
454  specimens  were  examined,  in  116  of  which  tubercle  bacilli  were  found,  the  other  338 
giving  a negative  result. 

Consequent  upon  the  impending  retirement  of  Dr,  Burra,  County  Tuberculosis  Officer 
for  many  years,  it  was  decided  to  remodel  the  tuberculosis  services  for  the  County,  and 
the  following  arrangements  were  approved  in  principle  : — 

(i)  That  a consultant  Tuberculosis  Officer  be  appointed,  in  conjunction  with  the 
Royal  Bucks  Hospital. 

(ii)  That  two  whole-time  assistant  County  Tuberculosis  Officers  be  appointed  in 
addition. 

It  is  hoped  that  when  these  appointments  have  been  made  it  will  be  possible  to  do 
the  work  on  an  “ area  ” basis  and  generally  to  re-model  the  whole  scheme. 


NEW  CASES  AND  MORTALITY.  1945. 


Age  Periods 

New  Cases 

Deaths 

Pulm 

□nary 

Nc 

Pulmc 

>n- 

)nary 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

0— -1  







1 







2 

1—5  

3 

1 

3 

6 

— 

1 

3 

4 

5—10 

2 

— 

11 

5 

10—15 

2 

2 

4 

3 

1 - 

— 

3 

2 

15—20 

14 

6 

4 

1 

20—25 

11 

22 

3 

3 

1 

25—35 

19 

19 

1 

3 

i 35 

34 

3 

4 

35 — 45 

18 

18 

5 

2 

1 

45—55 

19 

4 

3 

1 

1 37 

13 

3 

1 

55 — 65 

7 

4 

— 

3 

f 

65  and  upwards  

3 

5 

— 

— 

7 

4 

— 

1 

Totals  

98 

81 

34 

27 

79 

52 

12 

14 

20 


SECTION  F.— TABLES,  ETC. 

(a)  LIST  OF  SANITARY  AUTHORITIES. 


District.  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

URBAN  DISTRICTS. 


Aylesbury,  Borough  of 
Beaconsfield  


*J.  T.  C.  Sims  Roberts,  m.b.,  ch.b.,  d.p.h., 
at  Law. 

T.  P.  Ev.-VNS,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P.,  D.P.H. 


Bletchley  

Buckingham,  Borough  of  ... 

Chesham  

Eton  

Linslade  

Marlow  

Newport  Pagnell 

Slough  

Stratford  and  Wolverton  ... 


A.  Michael  Critchley,  m.d.,  ch.b.,  d.p.h. 
A.  Michael  Critchley,  m.d.,  ch.b.,  d.p.h. 
T.  P.  Evans,  m.r.c.s.,  l.r.c.p.,  d.p.h. 

V.  A.  T.  SpONG,  m.b.,,  B.S.,  D.P.H. 

M.  C.  Rothcope,  m.b.,  B.S.,  m.r.c.s.,  l.r.c 
F.  H.  P.  Wills,  l.m.s.s.a. 

C.  H.  F.  Bailey,  m.r.c.s.,  l.r.c.p. 

V.  A.  T.  SpONG,  m.b.,  B.S.,  D.P.H. 

D.  W.  A.  Bull,  m.d.,  m.r.c.s.,  l.r.c.p. 


Wycombe,  Borough  of A.  J.  Muir,  m.b.,  ch.b.,  b.hy.,  d.p.h. 


RURAL  DISTRICTS. 


Amersham  H.  England,  m.r.c.s.,  l.r.c.p. 

Aylesbury  *J.  T.  C.  Sims  Roberts,  m.b.,  ch.b.,  d.p.h 

at  Law. 

Buckingham A.  Michael  Critchley,  m.d.,  ch.b.,  d.p.h. 

Eton  V.  A.  T.  Spong,  m.b.,  b.s.,  d.p.h. 

Newport  Pagnell C.  H.  F.  Bailey,  m.r.c.s.,  l.r.c.p. 

Wing  W.  H.  Square,  l.r.c.p.,  l.r.c.s. 

Winslow  *J.  T.  C.  Sims  Roberts,  m.b.,  ch.b.,  d.p.h 

at  Law. 

Wycombe  E.  II.  P.  Wills,  l.m.s.s.a. 


*Serving  with  R.A.M.C.  in  “Civil  Affairs.” 
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.,  Barrister 


(l>)  REGISTERED  NURSING  HOMES. 


Name  and  Address. 

Description. 

Aylesbury  ... 

“ Rosser,”  31,  Tindal  Road 

Surgical,  Medical,  .\ged. 
Infirm 

,, 

The  Gables,  123,  Wendover  Road, 
Aylesbury 

Maternity,  Medical  or  Minor 
Surgical,  Aged,  Infirm 

» » • • ■ • • • 

“ Yovell,”  8,  Spencer  Road 

Maternity 

Beaconsfield 

The  Kinellan  Nursing  Home 

Penn  Road 

Maternity,  Medical,  Acute 
Surgical,  Aged,  Infirm 

If  • • • • • • 

St.  Joseph’s  Home... 

Maternity,  Acute  Surgical, 
Medical  or  Minor  Surgical, 
Aged,  Infirm 

} i ♦ • • * • ■ 

Bryn  Glyn,  Penn  Road  ... 

Medical,  Minor  Surgical, 
Aged,  Infirm 

Bletchley  ... 

Red  House  Bungalow,  High 

Street 

Maternity 

Chalfont  St.  Peter 

Mount  Carmel,  Welders  House, 
Welders  Lane 

Medical,  Minor  Surgical, 
Aged,  Infirm 

Chesham  Bois 

Tenterden,  Bois  Lane 

Maternity  or  Medical 

Drayton  Holloway 

Drayton  Holloway,  nr  Tring 

1 Convalescent 

Farnham  Common  ... 

” Daneby,”  Green  Lane  ... 

Medical,  Minor  Surgical, 
Aged,  Infirm 

Gerrards  Cross 

Chalfonts  Nursing  Home... 

Maternity,  Acute  Surgical, 
Medical  or  Minor  Surgical, 
Aged,  Infirm 

ft  • . > 

Lyncroft,  Packhorse  Road 

Medical,  Minor  Surgical, 
Aged,  Infirm,  Maternity 

High  Wycombe 

The  Willows,  147,  West  Wycombe 
Road 

Maternity,  Surgical 

ft  . . • 

St.  George's,  123,  London  Road 

Medical,  Minor  Surgical, 
Aged,  Infirm 

ft  • • • 

Sefton,  113,  Totteridge  Road 

Medical,  Minor  Surgical, 
Maternity,  Acute  Surgical, 
Aged,  Infirm 

Langley 

The  Moat  House  ... 

Mental,  Nerve 

ft  • • « • • . 

Heathlands,  262,  High  Street 

Medical,  Minor  Surgical, 
Aged,  Infirm 

Linslade 

Netherbeck,  46,  Mentmore  Road 

Maternity 
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(b)  REGISTERED  NURSING  HOMES  [Continued). 


Name  and  Address. 

Description. 

Olney... 

90,  High  Street 

1 Maternity 

Prestwood  ... 

The  White  House  ... 

Medical,  Minor  Surgical 

Slough 

Heathfield  Nursing  Home, 
Heathfield,  Uxbridge  Villas, 
Uxbridge  Road 

Aged,  Infirm 

1 > • . . . ... 

Parkside  Nursing  Home,  Upton 
Court  Road 

Maternity,  Surgical,  Aged, 
Infirm 

1 » • ■ • • • • 

The  Nursing  Home,  Burlington 
Road 

Maternity 

Stoke  Poges 

Fulmer  Grange 

Medical,  Minor  Surgical, 
Aged,  Infirm 

Wendover  ... 

Red  House 

Maternity,  Medical  or  Minor 
Surgical,  Aged,  Infirm 
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(c)  INFANT  WELFARE  CENTRES. 


Name  of  Centre. 


Amersham  (N.  Town) 
Amersham  (O.  Town) 
Aylesbury  ... 
Beaconsfield 
Bledlow  and  District 
Bletchley  ... 

Bourne  End 
Bradwell 
Brill  ... 

Buckingham 

Burnham 

Calvert — Twyford 
Castlethorpe 
Chalfont  St.  Giles 

Chalfont  St.  Peter 

Chartridge  and  The  Lee 
Chenies 

Chesham 

CiPPENHAM 

Datchet 
Downley 
Ellesborough 
Eton  ... 

Eton  Wick  ... 

Farnham  Royal 
Flackwell  Heath  ... 
Frieth 

Gerrards  Cross 
Great  Hampden 
Great  Horwood 
Great  Missenden  ... 
Haddenham  ... 

Hazlemere  ... 

Hedgerley  ... 

Horton 

Holmer  Green 

IVER  ... 

Ivinghoe  and  District 

Kimble 

Lacey  Green 

Lane  End 

Langley 

Lavendon 

Little  Ch.\lfont  ... 
Linslade 
Long  Crendon 
Loudwater  ... 

Marlow 

Monks  Risborough 
Naphill 

Newport  Pagnell  ... 
Olney 


Situate. 


St.  Michael’s  Hall 
British  Legion  Hall 
'Fhe  Clinic,  Pebble  Lane 
The  Old  Rectory 
The  Memorial  Hall 
School  Clinic 

Red  Cross  Hut,  New  Road 
Methodist  Church  Schooboom. 
M'orking  Men’s  Institute 
Congregational  Schoolroom 
Village  Hall 
The  Rectory 
Old  School  Room 
First  Aid  Post,  Hill  House, 
Deanway 

Youth  Centre,  Tythe  Barn, 
Swan  Farm 

Reading  Room,  Chartridge 
23,  Brushwood  Drive,  Chorley 
Wood 

The  Clinic,  Germain  Street 
Central  Hall 
Working  Men’s  Club 
Memorial  Hall 
Village  Hall 

College  Arms,  High  Street 
Chapel  Hall 
The  Village  Hall 
Temperance  Hall 
Village  Institute 
Memorial  Hall 
Parish  Hall 
Memorial  Hall 
F'irst  Aid  Post  Hut 
Old  School  Room 
Baptist  Chapel  ... 

Memorial  Hall 
Champneys  Hall 
Baptist  School  Room  ... 

The  Village  Hall 
The  Town  Hall  ... 

Stewart  Hall 

Memorial  Hall 

Memorial  Hail 

Green  Drive 

The  George  Club  Room 

St.  Mildred’s.  Little  Chalfont  . 

Forster  Institute... 

The  Old  Court  House  ... 
Village  Hall 
Public  Library  ... 

White  Cross  Hall 
Memorial  Hall 
73.  High  Street  ... 

Church  Hall 


By  Whom  Provided. 


Voluntary  Committee 
Voluntary  Committee 
County  Council 
Voluntary  Committee 
County  Council 
Voluntary  Committee 
Voluntarj'  Committee 
County  Council 
Voluntary  Committee 
Voluntary  Committee 
Voluntary  Committee 
Voluntary  Committee 
Voluntary  Committee 
Voluntary  Committee 

Voluntary  Committee 

Voluntary  Committee 
Voluntary  Committee 

Voluntary  Committee 
Voluntary  Committee 
Voluntary  Committee 
Voluntary  Committee 
Voluntary  Committee 
Voluntary  Committee 
Voluntary  Committee 
Voluntary  Committee 
Voluntary  Committee 
Voluntary  Committee 
Voluntary  Committee 
County  Council 
Voluntary  Committee 
Voluntary  Committee 
Voluntary  Committee 
Voluntary  Committee 
Voluntary  Committee 
Voluntary  Committee 
Voluntary  Committee 
County  Council 
Voluntary  Committee 
Voluntary  Committee 
County  Council 
Voluntary  Committee 
County  Council 
Voluntary  Committee 
Voluntary  Committee 
Voluntary  Committee 
Voluntary  Committee 
Voluntary  Committee 
Voluntary  Committee 
Voluntary  Committee 
Voluntary  Committee 
County  Council 
V'oluntary  Committee 
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(c)  INFANT  WELFARE  CENTRES  {Conlinucd). 


Name  of  Centre. 

Situate. 

By  Whom  Provided. 

Prestvvood  and  Great 
Kingshill 

Memorial  Hall,  Prestwood 

Voluntary  Committee 

Princes  Kisborough 

Baptist  Church  Room  ... 

Voluntary  Committee 

Quainton 

Memorial  Hall 

County  Council 

Kichings  Park 

Church  Room 

Voluntary  Committee 

Seer  Green  and  Jordans 

Baptist  School  Room  ... 

Voluntary  Committee 

Slough 

Health  Centre 

Voluntary  Committee 

Slough,  St.  Michael’s 

Slough  Social  Centre 

Voluntary  Committee 

Slough,  Wexham  Road  ... 

Community  Centre 

County  Council 

St.  I.eonard’s 

The  Village  Hall,  Cholesbury  ... 

Voluntary  Committee 

Steeple  Claydon  ... 

Mission  Hall 

Voluntary  Committee 

Stokenchurch 

Welfare  Hut 

Voluntary  Committee 

Stoke  Poges 

The  Village  Hall 

Voluntary  Committee 

Stony  Stratford  ... 

Church  Hall 

Voluntary  Committee 

Thornborough 

The  Vicarage 

Voluntary  Committee 

Tylers  Green 

Village  Hall 

Voluntary  Committee 

Waddesdon  ... 

Reading  Room  ... 

Voluntary  Committee 

Wendover  ... 

Public  Hall 

Voluntary  Committee 

WiNCHMORE  Hill  ... 

Memorial  Hall 

Voluntary  Committee 

Wing  ... 

Rothschild  Hall  ... 

Voluntary  Committee 

Winslow 

Church  Hall 

County  Council 

Woburn  Sands 

The  Friends’  Meeting  House  ... 

^'olunta^y  Committee 

WOLVERTON  ... 

Infant  School 

Voluntary  Committee 

WooBURN  Green 

Church  Hall,  Wooburn 

Voluntary  Committee 

Wraysbury  ... 

Scout  Hut 

Voluntary  Committee 
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(d)  BIRTH  AND  DEATH  RATES  AND  INFANT  MORTALITY  RATE,  1944  and  1945. 
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(e)  COMPARATIVE  TABLE  OF  BIRTH,  DEATH  AND  INFANT  MORTALITY  RATES  FOR  THE 

TEN  YEAR  PERIOD,  1936-1945. 
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*Corrected  for  age  and  sex  distribution. 
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(/)  NOTIFICATION  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  IN  URBAN  AND 

RURAL  DISTRICTS,  1945. 
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Pneumonia 

‘7 

u 

>. 
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Diphtheria 
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Chicken  Pox 

Whooping  C' 
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(h)  RETURN— DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION  FOR  THE  YEAR  1945. 
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